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ROYAL ASCOT & FAIRMONT: STEEPED IN HISTORY AT BRITAIN’S GREATEST SOCIETY EVENT
Two Heritage Brands Celebrate at Prestigious British Horse Race Meeting & Fashion Event

Royal Ascot is much more than a horse race, and Fairmont properties are much more than hotels – both represent the ultimate in style, sophistication, and tradition. This year, the two brands are uniting for a second time to offer high society a taste of luxury with an exquisite Afternoon Tea service inspired by Fairmont being served in the Bessborough Restaurant on each day of Royal Ascot (19th – 23rd June 2012). While the racing is world class, the event has also become known for its fashion - with attendees wearing their stylish best and the Royal Ascot Fashion Show, held daily in the restaurant and sponsored by Fairmont, a place for internationally renowned British designers to show off their collections. New this year, Fairmont hotels in destinations from Scotland to Shanghai will also be hosting their own Ascot-inspired events and menus throughout the summer, bringing this regal event to Fairmont guests around the world.

One of the greatest events on the British social calendar, Royal Ascot was established in 1711 by Queen Anne, and to this day is the ultimate stage for the best racehorses in the world. However, it is also known as a who's who of the society set, including the British Royal Family, who arrive in horse-drawn landaus (carriages) each year.  This year The Afternoon Tea Menu and Diamond Jubilee punch, which have been designed by The Savoy and inspired by Fairmont hotels around the world, will be a highlight of the event. Delicious treats include a Lemon Meringue Tart with Raspberry Jam (The Plaza, New York), Organic Egg and Shiso Cress Salad on White Bread (Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai), Smoked Scottish Salmon with Mild Horseradish on Brown Bread (Fairmont St. Andrews, Scotland), Mini Pitta Breads with Houmous and Pomegranate (Fairmont Dubai), and more.

Erik Lorincz, Head Bartender at The Savoy’s iconic American Bar has also created an exclusive cocktail to be served in the Bessborough Restaurant in celebration of HM Queen Elizabeth II for her Diamond Jubilee year. Fittingly dubbed the Diamond Jubilee Cocktail, it is a delicious mix of Bombay Sapphire gin, citrus juices, Earl Grey Tea and Champagne.

Horseracing is a favourite pastime of the cultural elite around the world, and Fairmont’s storied history includes multiple connections to this prestigious sport. Fairmont Peace Hotel in Shanghai can boast strong ties to this posh scene through Sir Victor Sassoon, who opened the hotel and moved into its top suite in 1931 and was known for his epicurean tastes, fabulous parties and love of horse racing.  Sir Victor had a famous passion for horses and built up the largest racing establishment in the Far East as a member of the Shanghai Racing Club - Royal Ascot was certainly a key date on his calendar. More recently at Fairmont Bab al Bahr in Abu Dhabi, Frankie’s Italian Restaurant & Bar is named after famed jockey Frankie Dettori, who rode all seven winners on Champion's Day at Ascot in 1996. Both hotels will be among those celebrating the renowned event this summer.

On 23rd June, the final day of Ascot, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr will have two celebrations. In the afternoon, The Chocolate Gallery will host a Royal Ascot Afternoon Tea with a ‘Mad Hat’ competition, while for the final race Frankie’s guests will enjoy a special three course menu, including bottomless Prosecco.  In China at Fairmont Peace Hotel’s Jasmine Lounge Royal Ascot Afternoon Tea will be served as well as the Diamond Jubilee punch. In Scotland, Fairmont St Andrews will serve both the Diamond Jubilee punch and the Royal Ascot Afternoon Tea menu throughout June, while The Savoy will serve the Diamond Jubilee punch in the American Bar. 

For more information on hotel events and activities, visit fairmont.com, and for more information on Royal Ascot, visit royalascothospitality.co.uk.

ABOUT FAIRMONT HOTELS & RESORTS

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, which will arrive in destinations as diverse as Jaipur, Kyiv and Manila in 2012, is a celebrated collection of more than 60 luxury properties around the globe, including Shanghai's Fairmont Peace Hotel, The Plaza in New York, and Makkah Clock Royal Tower in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The luxury brand's distinctive hotels offer a sense of heritage and sophistication, warm, engaging service and culturally rich experiences. A community and environmental leader, Fairmont is also recognised internationally for its responsible tourism practices and award-winning Green Partnership programme. Fairmont is owned by FRHI Holdings Limited, a leading global hotel company with over 100 hotels under the Fairmont, Raffles, and Swissôtel brands. The company also manages Fairmont, Raffles and Swissôtel branded luxury private residences club, whole-ownership residences and serviced residences properties.  

Become a fan of Fairmont. Join our online communities at everyonesanoriginal.com, facebook.com/fairmonthotels, and twitter.com/fairmonthotels. For career opportunities, visit facebook.com/fairmontcareers
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